
 
Tropical Storm Harvey 2017 

8/28/2017 – 0800 CDT Update 
 
 
EPA Response/State Support 
EPA is deploying additional asset in anticipation of emergency response activities associated with 
Hurricane Harvey and aftermath flooding. EPA has activated the National Incident Management Team 
consisting of highly skilled response personnel from Regions 3, 4, 5. The N-IMAT will arrive in Dallas on 
Tuesday, August 29 to assist with response activities.  
 
The EPA has personnel at the State of Texas Operations Center (SOC) who has integrated into the FEMA 
Incident Management Team Operations Section.   
 
There have been discussions at the FEMA Regional Response Coordination Center (RRCC) regarding 
standing up a Joint Field Office possibly as early as Saturday. EPA Senior Advisor to the Administrator, 
Ken Wagner will arrive at the FEMA RRCC in Denton, Texas on Monday, August 28.  
 
Industrial Sources  
Activity 
A call with Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is scheduled for Monday, August 28, 
2017, to determine where EPA can best assist the state in making contact with industrial sources. EPA 
will initiate contact with industrial sources located within the storm area to determine active status and 
plans to resume operations. EPA will closely monitor start-up of industrial sources along the coastal area 
of Texas. Most of the industrial sources along the Texas coast underwent organized shut-down of their 
operations in advance of the storm and will now being bringing their plants back online for production. 
Valero Corpus Christi Refinery has reported the collapse of one storage tank floating roof and the 
release of some hydrocarbon material is contained in the secondary berm. EPA and TCEQ are closely 
monitoring the situation. 
 

Spill/Release Response 
Activity 
EPA will respond, as necessary, to spill and release reports from the National Response Center (NRC), a 
single point reporting system, operated by the US Coast Guard, within our jurisdiction and deploy 
Federal On-Scene Coordinators (OSC) as necessary to direct cleanup efforts. By law, industry is required 
to report spills and releases to the NRC. EPA will also offer assistance to the U.S. Coast Guard for spills or 
releases within their jurisdiction as appropriate. To date, NRC has not reported any significant spills or 
releases. 
 



 
Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
Activity 
EPA is developing incident specific surface water sampling plans to address public health concerns 
regarding possible contaminates found in storm water. Often in flooding situations, many questions 
arise regarding the contaminate and exposure threats associated with storm water. EPA anticipates field 
sampling of flood waters will begin as soon as conditions allow. 
 
Drinking Water / Wastewater Assessments 
On Sunday, August 27, 2017, the City of Corpus Christi a sewage overflow into the La Volla Creek from 
the lift station at the City of Corpus Christi’s Greenwood Wastewater Treatment Plant, at approximately 
0500 on Saturday, August 26, 2017.  The cause was determined to be a wide spread power outage 
caused by Hurricane Harvey. It is estimated that the spill resulted in a discharge of approximately 
100,000 gallons of domestic wastewater into the adjacent area. City crews responded to the spill area 
and the City has contacted appropriate officials, including the TCEQ’s Regional office. 

Activity 
At the request of the State of Texas, EPA is deploying personnel on Monday, August 28, 2017 to assist 
TCEQ’s Drinking Water and Waste Water Phone Bank located in Austin, Texas.  EPA teams will be 
responsible for contacting drinking water and waste water facilities to verify operational status and offer 
technical assistance as need.  
 
EPA drinking water and waste water staff will be deployed on a case-by-case basis to offer technical 
assistance necessary to restore services as quickly as possible.  These teams will physically visit drinking 
water and waste water systems to determine functionality and provide technical assistance. 
 
 
 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is reporting the following systems which have a 
Boil Water Notice (BWN) in place: 
 

BWN/ 
Shutdown County PWS Name Population 

Issue/ 
Start Date 

Rescind/ 
Start-up 

Date 
BWN/Shutdown 

Reason 

Shutdown Matagorda 
Matagorda Dunes 
Subdivision 426 8/25/2017   

Mandatory Evacuation 
Notice 

BWN  Nueces City of Corpus Christi 325733 8/25/2017 8/27/2017 
Being Closely 
Monitored 

BWN Goliad City of Goliad 2025 8/26/2017   
No electricity, 
generator not working 

BWN 
San 
Patricio 

San Patricio County 
Municipal Water 
District 225 8/25/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Victoria City of Victoria 62592 8/24/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Karnes City of Kenedy 6760 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Polk City of Livingston 11476 8/26/2017     



BWN/ 
Shutdown County PWS Name Population 

Issue/ 
Start Date 

Rescind/ 
Start-up 

Date 
BWN/Shutdown 

Reason 

BWN 
San 
Patricio Ingleside 9557 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Matagorda Waypoint Landing 33 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Aransas Sunset Bay 45 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Jackson 
Sunrise Bay 
Subdivision 33 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Matagorda 
Live Oak Landing 
Subdivision 39 8/26/2017   loss of power 

BWN Jackson 
Cape Carancahua 
WSC 1212 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Nueces Flint Hills Resources 2183 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

BWN Calhoun 
Port O’ Connor 
Improvement District 1250 8/26/2017   Loss of power 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) began contacting drinking water systems Sunday, 
August 27, 2017: 
 
PWS Status  Number of Systems 

Operating 70 

On Generator Power 5 

Not Operating 12 

Attempted Contact - No Response 17 

 
 
EPA Laboratory/ Analytical Services 
Activity 
EPA Houston Facility will remain closed on August 28, 2017 and most likely August 29, 2017. The 
laboratory and office building is not damaged; however, all nearby roadways are flooded.  EPA mobile 
laboratory and response vehicles are secure and can be deployed when road conditions allow.  EPA has 
back up capabilities for laboratory services should the Houston facility remain closed.  
 
Data Management 
Activity 
EPA will provide technical support to state regulatory agencies both at the Texas General Land Office 
and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to gather data and information in Response Manager, 
a systemized response data management system. For many years, EPA has been a leader in the 
development of data management systems. 
 
Communications 
Activity 
EPA is fully integrated into the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA communication structure 
and management. The National Incident Communication Conference Line (NICCL) for federal 



coordination is at 11 AM EDT daily. OPA Liz Bowman, Nancy Grantham and Region 6 David Gray 
participate.   
 
 
Search and Rescue (SAR) 
Activity 
EPA is not currently participating in Search and Rescue (SAR); however, EPA does have access to 
resources and asset to assist if required.  
 
Refineries/Fuel Waivers 
Activity 
The State of Louisiana is tracking the situation in Texas regarding the issuance of the waivers.  No 
immediate request from Louisiana to initiate waiver process have been received at this time. 
 
Funding 
Activity 
EPA is currently working under a limited FEMA Disaster Declaration Mission Assignment (MA); however, 
the Region anticipates additional tasking from FEMA based on requests from the states. EPA is leaning 
forward and utilizing its own funding to assist with the Hurricane response activities. Tasking under the 
FEMA Mission Assignment has not changed and is limited. EPA Region 6 anticipates tasking from TCEQ 
and TGLO for ESF-10. EPA is leaning forward and utilizing its own funding to assist with the Hurricane 
response activities. 
  
Due to the size of the catastrophic floods that are impacting Texas, TCEQ has requested an MA for EPA 
to assist with drinking water, wastewater and Hazmat recovery operations. The current MA for $8.5 
million will add 184 EPA and USCG personnel to the TCEQ Hurricane Harvey response in Corpus Christi, 
Houston and surrounding impacted areas. The MA has been forwarded to the SOC for approval. 
 
Superfund NPL Sites 
Activity 
EPA Remedial Managers are conducting follow-up activities at the 24 Superfund NPL sites within the 
storm path to conduct rapid damage assessments and determine if additional emergency cleanup 
activities are necessary. 
 

SITE NAME COUNTY 

GULFCO MARINE MAINTENANCE BRAZORIA 

ALCOA (Point Comfort) / LAVACA BAY CALHOUN 

MALONE SERVICES COMPANY GALVESTON 

MOTCO, INC. GALVESTON 

TEX-TIN CORP. GALVESTON 

BRIO REFINING INC. HARRIS 

CRYSTAL CHEMICAL CO. HARRIS 

DIXIE OIL PROCESSORS INC. HARRIS 

FRENCH, LTD. HARRIS 

GENEVA INDUSTRIES / FUHRMANN ENERGY HARRIS 



SITE NAME COUNTY 

HARRIS (FARLEY STREET) HARRIS 

HIGHLANDS ACID PIT HARRIS 

JONES ROAD GROUNDWATER PLUME HARRIS 

MANY DIVERSIFIED INTERESTS, INC HARRIS 

NORTH CAVALCADE STREET HARRIS 

PATRICK BAYOU HARRIS 

SAN JACINTO RIVER WASTE PITS HARRIS 

SIKES DISPOSAL PITS HARRIS 

SOL LYNN / INDUSTRIAL TRANSFORMERS HARRIS 

SOUTH CAVALCADE STREET HARRIS 

US OIL RECOVERY HARRIS 

PETRO-CHEMICAL SYSTEMS, INC. (Turtle Bayou) LIBERTY 

BRINE SERVICE CO. NUECES 

FALCON REFINERY SAN PATRICIO 

 

 

  



Response Responsibilities Background 

 

Industrial Sources 
 
Activity 
Contact with industrial sources located within the storm area will be initiated to determine active 
status and plans to resume operations. EPA/State will closely monitor start-up of industrial 
sources along the coastal area of Texas. Most of the industrial sources along the Texas coast 
underwent organized shut-down of their operations in advance of the storm and will now being 
bringing their plants back online for production. Valero Corpus Christi Refinery has reported the 
collapse of one storage tank floating roof and the release of some hydrocarbon material is 
contained in the secondary berm. EPA and TCEQ are closely monitoring the situation. 
  
Process 
EPA partners with State Agencies and the United States Coast Guard to assess industrial sources 
for damages leading to environmental releases and their ability resume operations safely and 
without issues post-storm.  EPA and its partners will contact these facilities via phone, email or 
an on-site visit. The list of facilities is developed using EPA databases of facilities regulated 
under the Clean Water Facility Response program, the Clean Air Act Risk Management program 
and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.   
  
The list is compiled and entered into the EPA response data management system, Response 
Manager.  Once the list is generated, EPA and its partners will contact the facility and gather a 
set of data which assists in determining if follow-up activities are needed.  A list of questions can 
be loaded into Response Manager depending on the event to determine extent of damage, current 
status of the facility, extent of flooding and any spills or releases which may have occurred. 
  
Once this data has been collected through phone calls, emails or site visits, EPA and its partners 
can determine if follow-up contact is needed or if an emergency response is needed.  All follow-
on visits can also be recorded in the data system.  Recording each contact allows EPA and its 
partners to share information instantaneously and also records when and if contact has been 
made with a facility, ensuring multiple contacts by multiple agencies are not made. 
  
Spill/Release Response 
 
Activity 
EPA works with the State to respond, as necessary, to spill and release reports from the National 
Response Center (NRC), a single point reporting system, operated by the US Coast Guard, 
within our jurisdiction and deploy Federal On-Scene Coordinators (OSC) as necessary to direct 
cleanup efforts. By law, industry is required to report spills and releases to the NRC. EPA will 
also offer assistance to the U.S. Coast Guard for spills or releases within their jurisdiction as 
appropriate. To date, NRC has not reported any significant spills or releases. 
  
Process 
Under ESF – 10, EPA’s emergency response program responds to chemical, oil, biological, and 
radiological releases. EPA is notified of discharges through reports from the NRC or 



notifications from our State response partners.  EPA provides support when requested or when 
state and local first responder capabilities have been exceeded. EPA OSCs are responsible for 
ensuring the response is conducted in accordance with the National Contingency Plan (NCP) and 
to secure sites to protect human health and the environment..  EPA has primary responsibility for 
spills and releases to inland areas and waters of the United States. U.S. Coast Guard for spills or 
releases to coastal or off shore waters of the United States. 
 
The first step in any response action is to investigate the site. When a release is first reported, 
responders may not know all the necessary information such as how the release occurred, the 
extent of the damage, or even what hazardous substances are involved. Site investigation also 
allows responders to determine the appropriate response alternatives and safety measures to take 
during the response effort.  Once information has been gathered about the release, 
responders will consider the health and ecological hazards and possible exposure pathways of the 
hazardous substance. In carrying out these responsibilities, the emergency response program 
coordinates with other EPA programs, federal agencies, states, tribes, and local governments.  
 
EPA Emergency Response Assets 
 
Activity 
EPA deploys assets to support internal EPA, state and local response activities including an 
emergency response mobile command post, communication systems and mobile laboratory 
services. 
  
Process 
EPA maintains a variety of equipment and assets to respond to hazardous substance emergencies 
regardless of their nature, size, or location.  Emergency assets available include a large array of 
technical specialists, contracting mechanisms including emergency response contractors, and 
Special Teams.  The Special Teams have specialized expertise and equipment related to oil, 
hazardous material, and Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) response.  EPA’s Special teams 
are the Environmental Response Team (ERT), the Radiological Emergency Response Team 
(RERT), the Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Consequence Management 
Advisory Division (CMAD), and the National Criminal Enforcement Response Team (NCERT).  
  
The EPA surveillance aircraft known as ASPECT (Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental 
Collection Technology) is on stand-by in Addison, Texas and available to conduct remote 
monitoring of air quality related to releases and fires, radiation surveillance, and general aerial 
surveillance of spills and releases. Regional assets include but are not limited to emergency 
response mobile command posts, communication systems and mobile laboratory services. 
  
Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
 
Activity 
Based on a specific request from the State, incident specific surface water sampling plans to 
address public health concerns regarding possible contaminates found in storm water will be 
developed. Often in flooding situations, many questions arise regarding the contaminate and 
exposure threats associated with storm water. 



  
Process 
EPA’s Incident Management Team’s Environmental Unit will coordinate with individuals from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the State of Texas.  This team will develop the 
Quality Assurance Sampling Plan (QASP) which will establish objectives necessary to determine 
if the presence of chemicals in flood water and sediments resulting from Hurricane Harvey may 
pose harm to people or the environment.  The objectives will be achieved by collecting flood 
water and sediment samples from locations in Texas impacted by the hurricane. 
  
EPA’s Incident Management Team’s Environmental Unit will be comprised of scientists and 
toxicologists experienced in developing sampling plans and interpreting analytical 
results.  During natural disasters such as Hurricane Harvey, stakeholders can anticipate 
preliminary analytical results within 4 days from sample collection and validated data within 6 
days. The Environmental Unit will coordinate with EPA Program Offices and ORD to review the 
data and simultaneously with EPA Communications staff to assure that the public is properly 
informed. 
  
Data management staff use the EPA-developed Scribe software tool to track the analytical results 
and other observational and monitoring data.  Response Manager is used to track and share 
disaster/emergency incident-related data collected. These tools and techniques are transferable to 
other environmental emergencies.  EPA Data Playbook integrates data collection objectives of 
sampling and data and response communication objectives. 
 
Drinking Water/Waste Water Assessments 

 
Activity 
EPA drinking water and waste water staff will be deployed on a case-by-case basis to offer 
technical assistance necessary to restore services as quickly as possible.  These teams will 
physically visit drinking water and waste water systems to determine functionality and provide 
technical assistance related to sanitary assistance.  Under ESF 3, the USACE provides for items 
like temporary construction and generators. 
 
Process 
 EPA drinking water and waste water experts coordinate with State partners to provide technical 
assistance to impacted systems.  In many cases, States will request that EPA provide support on 
contacting systems via phone, conducting field assessments of systems, and utilizing information 
provided from State and Federal databases to assess the systems operational status.  Information 
gathered during calls to the systems is utilized to update databases and provide a general 
understanding of the type of technical assistance impacted systems may need in order to regain 
full operability.  Field assessments involve technical experts visiting impacted systems to assess 
status and as applicable provide real time technical assistance to system operators.  System status 
and tasks completed while at the location is captured on assessment forms.  The information 
gathered includes the location and identification numbers of the systems, system points of 
contact, extent of storm damage, and operational status. The forms capture if the system is fully 
operational, if they lost power, pressure, treatment capabilities, if a boil water notice was issued, 
and captures system operational status.  These assessments can take anywhere from a few hours 



to a couple of days depending on the size of the system.  Completing field assessments could 
take even longer if access to the site is obstructed by debris, floodwaters, or road closures, in 
which case partial field assessments can be assessed to capture the facilities status within a water 
or wastewater system.  All data is entered into Response Manager for tracking. 
 

EPA Laboratory/ Analytical Services 

 
Activity 
EPA Houston Facility will remain closed on August 28, 2017 and most likely August 29, 2017. 
The laboratory and office building is not damaged; however, all nearby roadways are flooded.  
EPA mobile laboratory and response vehicles are secure and can be deployed when road 
conditions allow.  EPA has back up capabilities for laboratory services should the Houston 
facility remain closed.  
 
Process 
Region 6 Environmental Services Laboratory provides quality assured analytical support using 
state-of-the-art techniques and methodology for organic, inorganic, and biological analyses. The 
lab also performs technical audits of environmental monitoring laboratories and public water 
supply laboratories.  Additional responsibilities include managing Region 6's Contract 
Laboratory Program, performing sample scheduling, sample routing, data verification, data 
validation and data usability, providing technical expertise to the Region, as well as to federal, 
state, tribal and local entities; and coordinating technical assistance, including performing 
analytical methods and procedures.  The Environmental Services Laboratory also manages the 
Region 6 mobile laboratory to enhance the region’s analytical options in the field. The mobile 
lab has been used for Disaster Support in addition to other regulatory and environmental 
monitoring activities. Mobile laboratory analytical capabilities include volatile organic 
compounds, microbiology and also include portable gas chromatography/mass spectrometry. The 
EPA Region 6 Environmental Services Laboratory is part of the EPA Regional Laboratory 
Network (RLN). Efficiency, effectiveness, and flexibility are maximized by using scientific 
expertise, implementing and developing methods, and maximizing partnerships within RLN and 
across the nation. 
 

Data Management 

 
Activity 
EPA will provide technical support to state regulatory agencies both at the Texas General Land 
Office and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to gather data and information in 
Response Manager, a systemized response data management system. For many years, EPA has 
been a leader in the development of data management systems. 
 
Process 
EPA will provide technical data management and GIS Visualization support to state response 
agencies both at the Texas General Land Office (TGLO) and TCEQ as well as the United States 
Coast Guard to gather data and information in Response Manager. For many years, EPA has 
been a leader in the development of data management systems and processes. 



The EPA has partnered with state and federal agencies in the state of Texas to develop, exercise, 
and document data management systems and procedures for operations under the ESF 3 and 10. 
This partnership has agreed upon a data management systems and data quality objectives to use 
during unified disaster response events. These procedures will ensure near real time quality data 
that is easily reportable. The EPA has also coordinated with these agencies to use the Scribe 
environmental sample management software.  The EPA National Data Team has also developed 
a Data Management Plan that is used to document the collection activities, storage of, quality 
assurance of, and reporting requirements of all data that is collected and managed. This plan is 
scalable to adjust for operational changes. 
 

Communications 

 
Activity 
EPA is fully integrated into the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA communication 
structure and management. EPA has initiated its Crisis Communication Plan to ensure rapid 
response to providing coordinated, accurate, up-to-date information regarding its field 
activities.  EPA Public Information Office will be established in Dallas with forward field 
components as needed to support the HQ Office of Public Affairs.  
 
Process 
Under ESF # 15, EPA can be requested by FEMA to provide support to provide the required 
external affairs support to Federal, State, tribal, and local incident management elements. FEMA 
has/has not activated EPA under ESF 15. EPA has initiated its Crisis Communication Plan and is 
activating public affairs personnel in Region 6 and Headquarters to support the response. The 
Public Information Officer deployed to the field, the Region 6 Public Affairs Director, and the 
Headquarters Office of Public Affairs work together to provide timely and accurate information 
to the public regarding environmental conditions, ensure timely and accurate responses to the 
media, develop procedures for reviewing, approving, and releasing press releases and other 
materials, engage with other federal and state agencies, integrate EPA into public meetings and 
Congressional briefings, develop talking points for field personnel, conduct research and fact 
finding, develop handouts, flyers, and presentations, establish web content and social media 
messages compliant with EPA requirements, and provide other public information support as 
needed. 
 

Search and Rescue (SAR) 

 
Activity 
EPA is not currently participating in Search and Rescue (SAR); however, EPA does have access 
to resources and asset to assist if required.  
 
Process 
Under the National Response Framework (NRF), ESF-9 addresses Search and Rescue during an 
emergency or major disaster.  The SAR ESF rapidly deploys components of the Federal SAR 
Response System to provide specialized lifesaving assistance to State, tribal, and local authorities 
when activated for incidents or potential incidents requiring a coordinated Federal response.  
DHS/FEMA is the Coordinator for the SAR ESF.  Several agencies are supporting agencies for 



this ESF.  Primary agencies who may lead a SAR effort include:  FEMA in urban structural 
collapse environments; USCG in waterborne situations, such as flooding events; DOI/NPS in 
wilderness SAR, and DOD/Air Force aeronautical SAR (flight incidents). 
The SAR system is built around a core of task forces prepared to deploy immediately and initiate 
operations in support of SAR. These task forces are staffed primarily by local fire department 
and emergency services personnel who are highly trained and experienced in collapsed structure 
SAR operations and possess specialized expertise and equipment.  There are approximately 28 of 
these task forces around the country, including Task Force 1 (TX-TF1) in Texas.  TX-TF1 has 
more than 600 members from 60 organizations throughout Texas, consisting of firefighters, 
doctors, nurses, structural engineers, canine handlers, professors, police officers, and many other 
professionals throughout different fields.  In most disaster situations, these task forces, local 
response organizations, along with the primary agencies listed above, will conduct the Search 
and Rescue operations.  However, in extreme situations, additional resources may be needed to 
complete the SAR operations.  For example, during Hurricane Katrina, EPA was tasked by EPA 
to provide additional boats and personnel to conduct rescue operations, due to our ability to 
contract those resources in an immediate timeframe.  During the first two weeks of the Katrina 
disaster response, EPA provided over 70 boats for rescue operations, and EPA personnel and 
contractors rescued and delivered to safety over 800 residents of New Orleans. 
 

Refineries/Fuel Waivers 

 
Fuel waivers are used in the event of a fuel supply emergency, EPA, with the concurrence of the 
Department of Energy, may temporarily waive a fuel or fuel additive requirement if doing so will 
alleviate the fuel supply emergency. 
 
The Clean Air Act authorizes fuel waivers and specifies the criteria for granting a fuel waiver, 
and the conditions that must be included in a fuel waiver. Fuel waivers cannot be issued to 
address concerns regarding the price of fuel. The CAA criteria allow a fuel waiver only to 
address a temporary emergency fuel supply shortage that exists throughout a state or region that 
was caused by an unusual situation such as an Act of God, and that could not have been avoided 
by prudent planning. 
 

Funding 

 
Activity 
EPA is currently working under a limited FEMA Disaster Declaration Mission Assignment 
(MA); however, the Region anticipates additional tasking from FEMA based on requests from 
the states. EPA is leaning forward and utilizing its own funding to assist with the Hurricane 
response activities. Tasking under the FEMA Mission Assignment has not changed and is 
limited. EPA Region 6 anticipates tasking from TCEQ and TGLO for ESF-10. EPA is leaning 
forward and utilizing its own funding to assist with the Hurricane response activities. 
Due to the size of the catastrophic floods that are impacting Texas, TCEQ has requested an MA 
for EPA to assist with drinking water, wastewater and Hazmat recovery operations. The current 
MA for $8.5 million will add 184 EPA and USCG personnel to the TCEQ Hurricane Harvey 
response in Corpus Christi, Houston and surrounding impacted areas. The MA has been 
forwarded to the SOC for approval. 



 
Process 
The Stafford Act authorizes the President to “direct any Federal agency, with or without 
reimbursement, to utilize its authorities and the resources granted to it under Federal law” in 
support of State and local response efforts for emergencies.  This tasking authority, delegated to 
the FEMA Administrator, is carried out through an MA. The MA will contain a Statement of 
Work describing the work being task to EPA or other federal agency, the funding level of the 
MA, and the date of completion of the MA. There are two categories of MAs that may be issued 
to EPA or other federal agency. Federal Operational Support (FOS) MAs are those MAs issued 
directly by FEMA to another federal agency to complete a task. There is no cost share for this 
type of MA. Direct Federal Assistance (DFA) MAs are those taskings that originate from a State 
or local request for assistance following an Emergency or Major Disaster Declaration. The 
Stafford Act requires a State or tribal government to share the costs associated with requests for 
Federal assistance pursuant to the terms provided for in the President’s declaration. 
 

Superfund NPL Sites 

 
Activity 
EPA Remedial Managers will initiate follow-up activities at the 24 Superfund NPL sites within 
the storm path to conduct rapid damage assessments and determine if additional emergency 
cleanup activities are necessary. 
 
Process 
The National Priorities List (NPL) is the list of sites of national priority among the known 
releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants throughout 
the United States.  The sites undergo a full environmental assessment and selection of 
technologies to address the threats to human health, followed by an engineering design and 
construction phase.  All phases of the site work are overseen by EPA Remedial Project 
Managers, who are responsible for the investigation phase through final cleanup. 
The Remedial Project Managers will make verbal contact with each of the Site leads as soon as 
initial impacts from natural disasters subside.  The Site leads could be the TCEQ, a responsible 
party, or EPA’s contractors depending on the status of the Site.  In Harris County, the project 
managers also communicate with Harris County Pollution Control to get initial impact 
assessments.  As soon as travel is possible to the impacted areas, EPA will dispatch survey teams 
to the area.  The initial focus will be on uncontrolled sites that are in the investigation phase and 
do not have final remedies in place. After the initial assessment, the Project Managers will 
determine the level of impact sustained by the site and the probability of a release or an impact to 
on-site operational equipment (pump & treat facilities, etc.).  If an on-going release is detected, 
the Project Managers will work directly with the Site leads to implement control measures. 
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